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than the opinion of many, if that opinion is sound. That is my
view of real democracy/'7S

Subjection of the dissentient minority to the will of the
majority in questions involving important principles is not only
the negation of non-violence but \vill also be resisted by the
saiyagrahi minority. In such cases the only way for the majority
as well as the minority will be to try to convert the other
through persuasion or self-suffering.

Thus in the non-violent democracy there would be no place
for the tyranny of the majority. The meticulous regard that
Gandhiji advocates for the minority is net the tyranny of the
minority but "the magnanimity of the majority".79 On the other
hand, it is the duty of the minority to yield to the majority deci-
sion except when the decision offends their moral sense; for
otherwise there can be no social life and no corporate self-
government.

The non-violent State will be a secular State.80 Gandhiji did
not believe in State religion even though the whole community
had one religion. Every one living in the State should be en-
titled to profess his religion without let or hindrance, so long
as the citizen obeyed the common law of the land. "If I were
a dictator," he said in 1946, "religion and State would be sepa-
rate. I swear by my religion. I will die for it. But it is my personal
affair. The State has nothing to do with it. . . .That is every-
body's personal concern." According to him, the State cannot
concern itself or cope with religious education. Religious edu-
cation must be the sole concern of religious associations. He
was also opposed to State aid to religious bodies. "An institution
or group, which did not manage to finance its own religious
teaching, was a stranger to true religion." In this context by
religion he means denominationalism and not fundamental
ethics common to all religions. "Teaching of fundamental ethics
is a function of the State."

78  Gandhiji's statement on the break-down of Gandhi-Jinnah talks. Sept.
28, 1944.
79  H., July 1, 1939, p. 185.
80 References to Gandhiji's views on this topic are:
H.9 Sept. 22, 1946, p. 321; March 16, 1947, p. 63; March 23; 1947, p. 76;
Aug. 24, 1947, p. 292; Aug. 31, 1947, pp. 297 and 303.